
Q u a r t e r l y  N e w s l e t t e r

A s  w e  r e f l e c t  o n  2 0 2 5 ,  C i t y  Y o u t h  N o w  i s  p r o u d  o f
a  y e a r  f i l l e d  w i t h  g r o w t h ,  r e s i l i e n c e ,  a n d

m e a n i n g f u l  i m p a c t .  F r o m  c e l e b r a t i n g  g r a d u a t i o n s
a n d  i n t e r n s h i p s  t o  p r o v i d i n g  c r i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r

h u n d r e d s  o f  s y s t e m - i m p a c t e d  a n d  a t - p r o m i s e
y o u t h  a c r o s s  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  t h i s  y e a r  s h o w c a s e d

t h e  s t r e n g t h  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

N o n e  o f  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  o u r
d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f ,  g e n e r o u s  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s .
T o g e t h e r ,  w e  a r e  e m p o w e r i n g  y o u t h ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g

f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  b u i l d i n g  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e s — a n d  w e
c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  w h a t  2 0 2 6  b r i n g s !

W i n t e r  2 0 2 6

J a n u a r y  i s  h e r e ,  a n d  o u r  S c h o l a r s h i p
P r o g r a m  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  o p e n !  E a c h  y e a r ,

w e  p r o u d l y  a w a r d  s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o
s y s t e m - i m p a c t e d  y o u t h  w h o  h a v e

n a v i g a t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r i a l s  a n d
t r i b u l a t i o n s  o n  t h e i r  p a t h  t o

g r a d u a t i o n .  T h e s e  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a r e
d e s i g n e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r

p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  n e x t
s t e p s  t o w a r d  a  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e .

Aw a r d s  r a n g e  f r o m  $ 1 , 0 0 0 – $ 2 , 5 0 0
a n d  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o w a r d  a d v a n c e d

e d u c a t i o n  o r  j o b  t r a i n i n g .
 I f  y o u  k n o w  a  y o u t h  w h o  m a y  b e

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a p p l y i n g ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
G e o r g e  a t  g e o r g e @ c i t y y o u t h n o w. o r g .
A p p l i c a t i o n s  c l o s e  F r i d a y,  A p r i l  3 r d ,

s o  d o n ’ t  w a i t !

W h a t  a  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n !  T h i s  y e a r
a l o n e ,  w e  s u p p o r t e d  m o r e  t h a n
5 0 0  y o u t h  t h r o u g h  o u r  h o l i d a y

p r o g r a m s .  Yo u t h  a d v o c a t e s  w e r e
a b l e  t o  v i s i t  o u r  s t o r e  t o  s e l e c t

g i f t s  f o r  t h e i r  c a s e l o a d s  o r  s t o p
b y  w i t h  y o u t h  t o  p i c k  o u t  g i f t s

t o g e t h e r .  O u r  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e d
i t e m s  f o r  a l l  a g e s  a n d  s i z e s ,  f r o m

n e w b o r n  c l o t h i n g  a n d  w i p e s  t o
l e a r n i n g  t o y s  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  i t e m s
f o r  t e e n s  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  i n t o  t h e i r

f i r s t  h o m e .  T h i s  w a s  m a d e
p o s s i b l e  b y  t h e  K a n e - S o u l e

E n d o w m e n t ,  To y s  f o r  To t s ,  a n d
o u r  g e n e r o u s  i n d i v i d u a l  d o n o r s .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  h e l p i n g  m a k e  t h i s

h o l i d a y  s e a s o n  t r u l y  s p e c i a l !

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM HOLIDAY 2025 RECAP
City Youth Now’s Free Store is

packed and ready for our youth!
During the holiday season, we

regrouped and restocked, and our
Free Store is now refreshed and

ready for the new year. This is only
possible because of our incredible
donors and supporters, especially

the Junior League of San Francisco
( JLSF), The Fremont Foundation,

Simply the Basics, Ticket to
Dream, and all those who provided

in-kind donations. 
We are deeply grateful for your

continued support in keeping our
Free Store stocked for our youth

at-promise!

FREE STORE

The time has come! Our Annual Rise Awards is almost here,
and we’re thrilled to once again host this unforgettable night at
The Chase Center’s extraordinary venue, Above the Rim! Join
us on May 14, 2026 ,  for an extraordinary evening with
stunning skyline views, inspiring youth stories, and a
community coming together to celebrate impact. We’ll honor
our youth scholarship recipients, recognize our incredible
community partners and sponsors, and raise vital funds to
support youth and families across San Francisco. Last year, we
sold out of tickets, so don’t miss your chance to be part of one
of our most powerful nights of the year. Secure your ticket
early! 

For more information, please contact Jasmine at
jasmine@cityyouthnow.org or visit our website:
https://give.classy.org/CYN76RiseAwards

CITY YOUTH NOW 2026
ANNUAL RISE AWARDS GALA



“WHAT I  LEARNED ABOUT MYSELF [ IN THE INTERNSHIP] IS THAT I  LOVE WORKING WITH
KIDS AT THE PROGRAM; THEY ARE SO COOL AND WONDERFUL. THIS INTERNSHIP HAS

ALSO MADE ME THINK MORE ABOUT WORKING IN THE WORKFORCE AND BEING PART OF
THE COMMUNITY I ’M IN.” — LONNI’O, YPEE INTERN ALUM

J a n u a r y  2 0 2 6

At the end of December, our wonderful
Program Assistant officially transitioned
out of City Youth Now to pursue an
exciting new career in case management
and social work. While we will truly miss
her presence on our team, we couldn’t be
more thrilled for her as she embarks on
this next chapter. Courtney has made a
meaningful impact on our work and our
community, and we are incredibly proud of
all that she’s accomplished. We can’t wait
to see the amazing things she’ll do in her
new role—congratulations, Courtney! 🎉💛

THANK YOU, COURTNEY! 

Two of our YPEE youth recently graduated, and we had the opportunity to
sit down with them to hear reflections on their internship experiences.
Here’s what they shared:

“WHAT I  LEARNED ABOUT MYSELF [ IN THE INTERNSHIP] IS THAT I  AM PATIENT, RELIABLE,
AND CAPABLE OF HANDLING RESPONSIBIL ITY, EVEN IN BUSY SITUATIONS. THIS

INTERNSHIP ALSO MADE ME CONSIDER WORKING WITH CHILDREN OR PURSUING A
CAREER THAT INVOLVES HELPING OTHERS.” — ILIANA, YPEE INTERN ALUM

INTERVIEW WITH A YPEE INTERN

CYN’S READINESS SKILLS
ACADEMY (RSA)

Our Youth Partnering for Education and Employment
(YPEE) Program recently got a makeover with the
launch of our Readiness Skills Academy. This six-
week preparatory workshop, offered in partnership
with STEPS and JPD, supports at-promise youth by
meeting them where they are while preparing them
for the world of work. Each Wednesday, youth
participate in hands-on workshops focused on
building essential workplace skills as they prepare to
transition into internships or move directly into
employment. The Academy also allows us to better
understand each young person’s goals and strengths,
ensuring they have the tools and support needed to
succeed in the workforce. 
Through this work, we are helping youth build
confidence, clarity, and a pathway toward meaningful
employment and long-term success.


